Do I need a Certificate of Competence?
Q. How can I decide which qualification I need? 

A. The qualifications are split into two type’s dependant on length of journey. The CET covers journeys up to 8 hours and the ACET covers all journeys and those over 8 hours.
Each certificate has 3 options; you can take a test as a driver (D), attendant (A) or a driver and attendant (DA).

Each journey requires there to be a person who holds the D qualification and a person who holds the A qualification. One person can hold both of these qualifications, D&A. Equally; they can be split between two individuals.

Q. I am a groom and I work freelance. I drive my various employers’ horses to     competitions and they pay me?
A. Yes, if you are driving over 65km (approx. 40 miles) and you are getting paid for it.   
Q.  I am a groom and I work full time for one employer, we regularly travel to competitions over 8 hours away, but often share the driving?
A. Yes, you would both need to hold a certificate of competence if you are driving horses on a commercial basis. If you drive over 8 hours between you in any one journey or a journey that is not broken by 48 hours rest: in other words a ‘continuous’ journey, this is classed as a ‘long journey’ and you will need to hold the ACET.
Q. I am a groom and I don't yet drive a lorry. I do however regularly travel with my employer and yard manager to local competitions, which qualification do I need?
A. If you are travelling to local competitions, your journey is under 8 hours; you should hold the CET attendant qualification. The driver should hold the CET driver qualification. 

Q. I work for an event rider, although I can drive a lorry she almost always drives it herself. However I am worried about what might happen if she were to be injured at an event I had to drive home alone?
A .It would be advisable for you to hold the attendant and driver qualifications, in case of contingencies such as this. If you were in a position that you had to drive home, you would be in breach of the law if you drove without the certificate of competence.   
Q. I am a groom, I drive for the livery owners at my yard in their horseboxes, they pay me but they rarely win any prize money?

A. Yes, you would need to hold a certificate because you are doing it for financial gain, regardless of whether they win prize money or not.   
Q.  I am a groom, I work for my employer and I only ever drive 1 horse in the lorry?

A. One person driving one animal, regardless of whether it is for financial gain would not need to hold a certificate of competence.   
Q.I regularly take horses to the local veterinary clinic for treatment do I need to hold a certificate for these journeys? 

A: No, all trips to the vet are exempt from this legislation.

